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CONFLDENTIAL 2 vereter 5,

JTATRMENT OF 3/SGT VICTOR TINDZRPOOL, INSTRICTOR, SEC E, 2UTth Aar my

Mght after we took off I noticed sort of n‘:%un_.h_thu engine, in one on _.
the right<hand side = No. 2 T think 4t was. ® flew a 1ittle higher that

way and pretty soon it stopped so evidently the pllot had feathered the

engine. I was in the back and didn't know what was golng on in fromt. I : i
¥as in the radlo compurtment. I suv the Havigator on the interphone system

snd I waen't on interphone becmuse T had oy headeat plugged into the lialson

recelver sc I could check on the other redio man. As soon as 1 checked onm wevsi
him I got on the Interphone and asked him If we were getilng ready to ball

out and heo sald yes. .

@ That was Captaln Barthell

A Tes, esir, the Navigator. I inmediately put on my ebuts and tsld the sther
Tadlo man to prepare to ball out and right sway he started putting om his
chute. The Navigator was up near the flight dack, practically standing on
it and 1 was right behind him. Some way my chute got omught on the turret
and 1t was very hard to get through with a back type. The otbor raedioc man
hed his chest chute. I msked the Navigator what they were walting on and
he sald they couldn't get the wheels down or that they hadn't attempted to
put them down. They finally come down and thrae fellows balled out sheasd
of ma: I was tha fourth ome out. I follgwad the gunoner outs He followed
the Havigator. The bombardier was the first tne outs I had A hard time
to get my chute logsss I crewled about halfl way down the hatch; I was KkKind

of afrald to jump. Amywgy, then the engzinesr put hie oot on my head and
klekad ma out so I jerked mny ripchords

Q@ Did you hear the pilot or anybody warn the bays in the back end?

4t I eould hear nothing on the interphone becmize my hesdset was plugged in to
lialson recelver and that cut it out. Why the other radio man 41dn"t get
out I don't lmaw becmuse he was ready to ball out, erawled out so he could

vall out, then Capt. Miller asked him to get his chute, Which evidently was . bot
back in the radio room. Then I balled. ]

..-4:-,;

Q@  Could you estimate how long it took you to hit the ground? J‘
A: The firet time I jerked tha ripecord pothing happened so I put both hands 3 _ﬂ.
on 1t and it openeds I had mbout three good swings and thenm hit the grounds 5

Qt Were you in the clouds when you balled! __ o
A; No, we were still in the overcast when ths Ti=st man went out. Just as I 'H
came out we came ocut of the overcasts :£

Q@ Then Bhoppe followed you outg ol
At MoCauley was thars ready ts go.

Was the pilot in his paat?
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Statement of 5/Sgt Vanderpool {econt?d)

Al Yo, sir, the pllol was stending up, using his hands, motioning md yelling to
get out of the alrplme. 1 remember saslng him reach down to make an adjus t=
ment on the mitomatle pilot, I belleva, then asking McOmler to get his slmte.

Q@ Do you know vhather the lights were ont

A1 T belleva an, alr. 1

Gt Did you watch the .u.i.rple;z:n after you wera out in your chuial

At As moon as I balled ocut, while I wam still trying %c get =y chuts cpen, I

could see agalnst the overcast a light flash and the englne (they aald Ho. 3

engine) caught on fire, but as woon as my chute opened I su¥ the ahilp down

on the ground tarning.

The alrplame hit before you did?

Yean, oir.

You didn?t see it in the air?

E € kb €

o, air, I 214n"t ase 1t. My back was turmed.

Qt  How far did you land from the planse?

E

I vould esy possibly = mile.
@ Did you go to the plana then?

A4 I went to a farm house adout & quarter of a mile from where I landed, left =y
chute snd then walked on over to the alrplane.
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