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STATIMENT OF C.PT. Wii. BARTHEL, 60TH BOMB SQIN., NAVIGATGR

We took off, left m.ﬂ.ﬁ out 16 after 6 o'clock. We headed
north; MbéEror bed over the overcase, came back
and eir & tt1w; ba tower; the ceiling was 800 feet).
Captain Miller asked if the fleld was opem for night transition
and they told him the fleld was on instrument but to o on with
his nig transition mission. They gave him some infometion about
which leg to fly (I wouldn't say whether they said don't fly west
leg or do fly west leg -~ I ocouldn't understand that). I was
turning back on VHF just to hear that - I don't stay on it. We
climbed on, headed northerly, to 5000 fent, at whioch time we broke
out. One engine, No. 3 was acting up, I heard the pilot and
engineer talking about it. The pilot asked him if he wanted to

. ‘feather 1t end he told him he thought it should be feathered. Then

; he told him to feather it, rather sbarply. He was getting & little

! bit exoited about it. 8o they got through their procedures of

this of f and this on, and so on, and No. 3 engine was feathered.

) After that, the next conversation I heard the pilot called me to

turn the radio compass set on so I had the radio turned om to

Salina 344. He called and sald we were taking over radio compass,

says thet will be 0.K., then he told the co-pilot he should have .

had that on at the time he left the ground, and shortly after that

there was conversation going back and forth between the pileot and

engineer as to ocarburetor heat aend oylinder head temperature.

Now, whether they both kmew what they were talking about, I den't

know. What I heard was carburetor hn't-i I think they actually

should be talking about oylinder. That's out of my ﬁﬂd, and

I don't know much about it.

Shortly arfter that, the engineer oalled and told him 2 and 3, the
way I understood it, were acting up. Then he corrected himself
ard told him No. 2 wag on fire. They had scme conversation with
the gunner and the gunner told them there was mmoke and gparks
from No. 2. And I do know they said smoke and sparks; I didn't
hear the ward "flames" at that time. They were golng to cut No.

2; they were talking about what the trouble might be, said it

was prooably caused by 3 backfiring and breaking the line on No. 2.

]
]
-
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Q: The engineer thought the backfire in 3 had brolken the gas line in
Mo. 27

A: Yes, 3ir. Right after that, they were mighty paniocky. Somewhere
in that sequence he had called to the tower and told them we were

on three engines and to advise us what to do. Tower sald to
return to the fleld. We were retuming to the fleld and 4id start

going back down through the overcast. I think 2 went out on top.
I think when it caught fire were in the overcast. The ocmmand
oume through to prepere to oute

Q: After you bad come down through the overcast? Didn't give the || -
command to stend by or bail out on top? L, Tl
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Statement of Capt Wm. Barthel - cont'd:
O
A: No, 8ir, we didn't get an arder of that type. At the command
:_‘frapura to ball out™ I pulled my earphones off. I have a helmet
th earphones in it. I pulled that off, zipped 4
80 I eould put Fﬁg_‘hu_t.nng? atty narrow uggpn rtﬁﬁt?r %iﬁgl
nt

up in thhgw saw tha front had opened the hatoh,
After t t hear any more conversations between the pilot
and engineer.

Q: When you heard the tower anawer you were on VEF. Did you get back
on innerphone? E =

A: Yes, Oir, I went back then. The only way I can say that I turned
it back to innerphone is that I never leave it on VHF exoept when
my hand 1s on it. That is the prooedure I alwaye use. If I didn't
use it it would get me off key. When the batch opened the whesl
wasn't down so I did yell out as loud as I ocould yell - you oan
speak very well between navigator and engineer as engine noise
isn't bad on the 29 - called up to the airplane commander to lower
the nose wheel. So then the nose wheel was lowered. I squeezed on
through and wes up by the hatoh and I buockled my leg straps then
and put my ohute on. I stood there - I know it was over seconds,
it seemed like a long time but from what I 4id I know it must have
been that long. The bombardier said "Go ahead”™ looking right at
me. I said "First?™ He said, "Yes, 8ir, you are right there,
get on out." Lt. Bennett says "Oood lueck, Bill", T stood there a
aouple of seoccnds and left the ship.

——

Q: About what altitude?

Ai The mltitude the lnﬁt time I lopked was 2992« I looked at my
altimeter. Pressure was sbout 3007; laat time I looked the
altitude was 2400 feet. I was the first one aut.

q: You were at 2400 feet when you were sitting back there in ‘the
navigator's den?

A: That is right, Sir. That is the last time I looked at my altimeter.
Q: You figured it would he a 1little more than 30 seconds?

A: I would say it would be a minute's time by the time I orawled up
through there and left the ship. I was sweating the alr speed
and altitude. Altitude was dropping from 5000 right on down; . air
speed would go to 240 and baock dewn to 140; swinging back and forth,
diving a little, outting out another engine, and 80 on. 8Stop on
140, go right on back up to 200 and so om. o6
.5 e
Q: Did you see Miller at this time at all?

P -

At I 4id look up eand I saw Miller in his seat. When I saw him the
co-pilot was in his seat. Miller seemed to have talked to the
Tower and 4i1dn't look like he wae doing anything or touohing

anything; and the ¢o-pilot looked like he was Jjust there and
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Statement of Capt. Wm. Barthel, Cont'd:

that's about all, seemed to be pretty well sz-n. I didn't think
he was frozen and I got out of there; I thought he was sweating
for further ordera but after looking at it now I believe he was
pretty well frozem

Were you in the ol agmnmlm;mlﬂ

When I left the ship, that 1ls the reason I stood there about three
seconds, it went through my mind count tem, hand on the ripeord,
pull it, and all that bunk. I counted five, mew I was olear then,
so I pulled it. I have a chest pack and the ohute opened in my
face und it just stayed there. My heart jumped a little them. I
reached out and pulled it and she opened up,just a little jolt.

How much time before you hit the ground after your shute opened?

After I got the chute opened, mbout one minute. I looked <Them
and I eould ses another parachute between the plane andme. I was
still in the olouds then;, I could see this oute that opemed and
the fire in the alrpleme.

-

Oould you see the lights on the ground underneath you?

I eculdn't see sny lights anywhere. Looking back at this, I'M
net sure T emld tell it was still in the olouds, it was a haze.
The only reason I could see it at all was the light from the air-
plane; there was a pretty big fire. I domm'® think it was a wing.

You sould see the silhoustte of the airplane? Do you think the
fire went back beyond the tall?

Sir, I don't know that. Ths fire stage seamed to be in a round
pattern through the haze. Them I looksd down right after that

and T cociald see the ground. I %!t the ground im a very short
time afterwards; I would say about 30 seconds before I saw tha
ground, then about 30 seoconds when I hit. I'm sure I was in the
alr sbout & minute. Just as I had. landed on the ground and
collapsed my ohute, which took about enother half minute, the
eirplane crashed.

Could you see the silhouette of the alrplane, how it hit?

Mo, Sir, all I }mlﬂ sae was the fire. She seemed to have just
flown along, looking apparently level or losing altitude, them
just before she went down all of a sulden it seemed to bave Just
dropped. N

i

Going along more or less level and then whipped off? 5 ity =
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That is right, Sir.
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|' Statement of Capt. Wm, Barthel, Cont'd:
. (

. G
Q: Would you hazZurd a guess as to how far it wad flying level?

A: No, Sir, I was golng down all the time, t.::m, when I was watohing
the plane in the alr. i

_,....—\--

A: No, Sir. That plane dld seem to be goimg just straiiht on through
the ailr., As a matter of faot, it looked to me like it was holding
altitude or losing altitude slowly. I had to glance away onoce
when the wind blew into my chute. After I hit the ground, it took
me about a half minute to collapse my chute and undo my leg straps.
The wind was pretty strong; finmally ocollapsed it all right.

Q: Did you get baok t0o the selrplane?

A: I was in a farmer's yard about 400 yards from his house. I went
in to his house and called the 60th Squadron Operations. I had
to fight a dog a little bt to get in there, After I got into
the house end had the oall through, Lt. Bemett ocame in and as
he was injured they disconnmected me and put that oeall through.
These people didn't know exaotly where they lived.

=]
e

Were you the one plcked up near the graveyard?

A: No, that was the other two Loys. I was approximately three-quarters i
of a mile from the graveyard according to the farmer. The
bombardier and tail gunner were pretty olose togethar. I was aboiut
three-querters of a mile 4o a mile from them, according to the
farmer, so I don't guess anybody jumped out right away after I left.
I imagine there was a gap of 15 seconds or so before anybody jumped.
I had a 1ittle trouble getting the tail gunner to jump bedause he -
had his ohute on upside down. I can't say a thing about engines
on the airplame, any trouble along that nature, because I domn't A

know anythi about them. The conly thing I oan u{. we were pretty
poorly orgonized on balling bLut procedures and wh to do. ome
men were rather panleky, othera were panloky and didmn't know they
were panicky. I think that is the case of myself. I would bave
talked to anyone very ooolly and calmly, I lmow, and they would
probably 8ay I waa Very ocalm. Hld L m& the ocorreot prooedurs ,
just what to do and when to do 1% and so on, and been through it
several time, I mow it would have helped.
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Q: Was there any interphone communication between the pilot or any-
body in the front oompertment end the rear end? A

At T Aldn't howr any o amunication there. That happend efter the -
oommand "Prepare to bail out"™, because the nose wheel wasn't even
down at that time. They let the nose wheel down. I understand

the engineer ocalled the men in the baock and told them tn'j:-pa.r-
to ball out. The bombardier opened the bomb bay doors and told

them to bail out. They ealled back there and said the bomb bay
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Statement of C + Wm. Barthel, Cont'd:

O

Have you aver had bail-out procedure?

Not in tbe 29. I bave had it on praeviocally every other ship.
o ———— e ————r—— — —

You haven't had it hnrﬂCONFﬂB—ﬁ;*ﬂ# AE —

I haven't done it on the airplane. When we were out in Cuba we
went through bail-out procedure on the 29 and ditehing prooedure
on the 17.

Have you bad any ground instruotion? -

One e went over to instruction class and some enlisted man
-'lﬁuEa agut bailing out, but that was just emough to know that

I had to ?n out the front hatoh. I think the main thing is to
practice 1t.

What was the temperature outside at the time of the olimb?

Temperature just as we left was plus two on my little bi-metallie
temperature gaeuge thers. After we got in the air T didn't_cheok
the temperature at S000 feet. I should have ohecked it. I kmew
plus two was lcing conditions. I don't ordimarily look at it
until we get on heading or when we get true air speed on '5:1“"
Bverybody was looking at those engines ever since we took A
After we got on top I looked out to see if there was any ice and
T looked at No, 2.

ATter they said it was oo fire you dldn't look?

T didn't )mow it was on fire before I jumped. Standing uLnur e
the hatoh everything was a very pink color in the ship; ght ’

pink glow on the men's faces. I remember Bonnett’s face when

he sald "Go ahead"™ so I knew then there was a fire scmewhere.

Just what the fire was I didn't know. I kmew No. 2 was aoting
up because of the comversation on the interphone, but I mever
heard that it was on fire. ;

You didn't hear the left walst gunner call the engineer and tell
him 4t wans on Tirae?

Smoke, Sir, and sparks, but I didn't hear him say fire. We had 1
started down. I didn't hear fire on it at all.

Could you locate where some of the men were on the plane? Miller

and Phillips were Pilot and Co-Pilot, but could you loocate some
of the others. ;

yg -
MoCauley was behind Venderpool. Vanderpool wes his instruetor -
behizd Vanderpool in the front. Why MoCauley didn't get out I
don't know; he was a pretty big man and had to squeeze through
there. Gilbert is the radar manm and he was in the back of the

ship somewhere. Nandino was in the back.
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.3tatement of Capt. (!m Barthel, Cont'd:
Q: Were Gavin, Anderson, Fries and DeMoss in mn baok?

A: Yes, Sir. Lt. Charles was 1n the back, also. BSeven of us in

the fronmt. Vo —- ""—1
CONFIB NTIAL

Q: You never received an order tn_'ﬁ

A: I Adldn't receive an order to bail out at all. I asked Bennett
if that was the order and he said "Yes, Sir." Bemett said he
never did get an order. I never heard a ocommand to bail nut.,.-

Q: All you got from the back compurtment was that the bomb bay
door was open?

A: I got that in conversation, since I have been down. ASs far as I
know, the bomb bay doors on that plame ocould still be sht exocept
the bombardier told me after we got down that he had opn-d them.
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