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and as be landed he struck a tuhlw.l. Arecturing hh left lep. ¢
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P-29 AL2-2LETE with Capt.Alsan M.Miller os Alrplane Gommander,took off at | |
1719 CWT 27 Nov 19LU from Smoky Hill Army Alr Field,Sslins,Kansas,on a routine tmining
flight to practice Llnatiucents en the Selina Rangoe and to glve the co—plilot,2nd Lt.Lewi
S«Fnillips some trunsiticr landinges under the directlon of the Mrplane Commander. {Capt
Killer was dcsignated an instructor pllet within his Squadron).Ther clished to an alt-
ltude of R00 feet-just below the overcsat,which was measured at 870 gt that time, and
circled the fleld end called the tower for instructions. The tower cleared him to proe
with bis instrument practice mnd sreigned him an altitude of 5000 feet.The pilot began
his sszeent thru the overcust,heading North on the =mgze.On the way up the #7 senzine beg
running rough and powar was reduced on that engine to 2000 rpm and 30" manifold presiu
They broke out of thea overcast at an altituda of 5000 feet and after a discusaion be—
tween the pllot and flight "enginnsar,it was decided to feuther #7 engine.The flight engl
eer atated that he shut off the fusl supply to that engine and the investigation sube-
tentiates this fact.The pilot then contacted the tower for emergency landing instructi
The tower repliasd end gave him the direction of treffic sl the altimester petting and
cleared nim to let down and enter traffic.During this period of six or sew=n minutes
{according to the englnesr's teeilmony )the instruments wers all realing nomal on the
other thres sngines.Snortly after entering the avercast,the left scaner called te the
flight engineer that the #2 engine was on fire.The sequence of events right in here are
hard to determine,but at 1FYOGTT the tower officer on duty,Gept.Gurius, overheard the
pilot amdvise the crew sither to sbandon,or prepare to abandon,the ship.The tower operat
immediately called the ship snd asied for his altitude and position.The pllot replied
that he didn't know his position,buthat he wus at 2600 feet indicated.Cept. Gurius
ateted that 1t could not have besn over 15 to 20 seconds later that he chsarved a flash
of flme approximataly five or six miles southwest of the fisld.

According to the Bombardier's teptimony, the pilot notified the cra on
i interphone to stand bty to baill out,and motlened him te get out of the nose.The boabacdl

immediately put on hilc chuts,and realizing thers was trouble,turned arcund and tripped -
the bonb bay door release.Scme member of the crew in the rear of the plene acknowls dged
that the doors wera cpen.is tha bombardier passed between the pllot and co-pllot,hs
the co=pilot if he wae resdy te ball out.The co-pllot mpparently was "frozem" snd sat t
| with his hands on his knees snd gald notbing. Innedistely afterward,it was reported,the
pllot left his seat:tumed around, and yelled for the crew te get ocut of the Plmes, exd
, algo for scmeons to bring him hig parachutes.The navigator,in the memtime,had put on hi
[ paFachute 'and come forward,and he emd the bombardler were facing each other aver the
vheel well,which’they optned mnd found the gear still up, Someons yelled to put the gear
dovn.It 1e belleved the pilot tripped tha togele switech wnd put the gear down.The nav—
igator was the first one out, the bombardier second, then the radio operator.iuere wer e
two redlo operators aboerd. The Instructor Radio Oper. put his chute on, ot one legstr
on,came around the turret,end whem he got there,the bombardier noticed that he had his
chute on upside down and one leg strap fastened.He celled the Inetructer Radio Operator!
attention to 1t and then ballad cut.The Instructor Radio Oparator, after re—

B Tl L Tl J

| 1. This board reccmmends that valve check teams be organized under Hﬂm-

tenance Control and these be the only parsons mathorised to check valves. ;. e
'l 2. HRecommend on Intenae program stressing emergenay proceduras snd i?nmt
ball=cut practices. L J4

T« FParther recommend that all hose clamps securing the rubbsr hplhe th't ’IL =
|  Jfueel pump bs. included in the dally lospection of the slroraft and checked ~w*§'.-" .
| |tigntness,. g
: _*!:'“'ﬂ“' Valve check crews nre now being organised at this station snd trithing dfract- {
| |ives are being published,stressing emergency procedures snd varachuta disoipline In s |
offort . to eliminste further sccidmnte of this type,ths:following remedial actiss will he
baken st this station LsmedistelYs . . eyup e LINL O g e VLT o0 Epiinel
: - . . B  The pre-~flight inspection of the cowbat; orew by ther ai rplane iiom=

'-u:nd.r Iﬂl iﬁlctludn a careful rehsarsal of ball=cut proceduras,expleining te every: tan
¢ . : i
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CCNFIDENTIAL

FLACE: Kensas - Saline = Ascaria £ Miles Southwest Smoky Eill Ammy Afr
¥iald.

DATE: 28 November 19LL. ik
AIPCRAPT KOs l2-2hsTE
PILOT'S NMEr Captaln Alan M. Miller

2« Noe ¥ gulds was severely burned: it should have heen
changed. There were cracks on the face of the eczhmst valve.

3+  On No. T the oil hold in the sijusting screv was lined up .
*with the slot in the rocker amm, which means that that might possibly hee
run dry.

4o  On No. 17 the exhmust guide was severely bumed.

The following conditions exlsted on No. 2 englne:

l. On No. 17 the ezhaust guide bushing was burmed almost in
half, the valve was not sesting at all with the gulde in t!ﬂ.l caadition

2. There were geveral eshmust valve reasts seversly tamed,
vhich a compression check would have dlselossd, & conditisn which indies tes
that probably a compression check had not been made in this snglne, oran
incorrect compression chack was made. There was excessive guide wear in
Ho. 5 exhmst gulde velve; sxcessive wear in No. 6 exhenst guide; exhmust
valve tip on No. 9 was gouged soverely, and the roller was chipped, which
could have been detected by viw=al inspection. It is the opinion that the
crash d1d not cause these conditions, ra numerous cylinders were damnged ::5'*.}
seversly and eome of the juldes wers in nomal conditiom. .

\“\ Both fuel ghut of valves, ¥o. 2 snd Ko. 3 englaoes, were found to be
Accordine to o t N red

a1 =0T ApDIox LI with

Bo. 2 however, thls condition had heen corrected by bleeding the line 4

mnd om mibsequent ] Seened to wo nunﬂ'g. It is quite possidle
mrm%‘mrmmﬂ-mm--ﬁ“ﬁ V6. "2 #gine md forced a leak

arovmAd tha hoee clemp, fumishing fuel for the fire; ke aver, thara 1s no b
concrate evidence to subatantiate this suppositi n /7

-
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CONF:DTNTIAL

The conditlion of the valves on No. 3 ware such that

they could have cmm ol
the rough running and backfiring that

was reported prinr to festhering.

The fire extingulsher was never milled on No. 2 englne. The Flight
Engineer asleed the Pilot if he sbould pull 1t; the pilot aid not Engwer,
and it is only after dlsecretion of the Pllot that the fire extingul sher
be useds 4

AT
R Ty sy
Unjor, Alr Corps »
DMrector of Malntenance 3




CONFIDENTIAL

FLACF: Kmsas = Saline = Assaria = £ miles Southwest Smcky Hill Amy A¥
Flald.

DATE: 2% Lovember 19LL,
AITICRAFT HO: L2-2U5T7E,

PIIOT S NAME; Captain Alen i. Miller.
SEOTION M - DESCEIPMON OF THE ACCIDRIR (Cont'd)

the well inetead of balling ocut mnd the flight enginser reachad over and
Xicked him outs, 7The tall was operating the pansl with the flight
engineser (indoctrination)t he sscured his chute and the flight sngineer
pushed hir outs That is four of them; the flight enginasr was the last one
to lasave the ship. When he left, tha pllut was stlll stmding and yelling
for someons to bring him his chute, The cther radic operator cama fore
ward and he evidently went beck to get the pllot's chute and wee killed.
The Flight Engineer balled cut at 2700 feet; bomberdier at 2000 feet. The
navigator, in hie testimony, sald the airspesed went up to 240 mph and then
dropped back to 140 mph, which would indicate it was completely out of
eontrol, just diving snd climhing. Whather or not ths pllot avar got badk
in hie senl coulda't be determined. The navigaior also testifisd that
Junt before he hit the groumd, it looked ms though the alrplene flew along
level & sicrt Algtance and then suddenly dived into the ground. TFrom the
looks of ths Wreckage and the surrounding trees and ground, the sirplens
came in with the right wing tip very lov mnd clipped a tree and crashed
in sn inverted positions The line of flight was toward the Scuthwests

As the ship crashed the tall eesctlon broke of f from the fuselage and ceme
to rest in the cemter of the wreckage, again indiceting that the ship ceee
in at & steep angle. There was no-indication that the ship came in in &
Tlat glide at alls
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PLACE: Kanscs = Saline = Asearla = 6 miles Southwest Smoky Hill Army Alr
Fleld.

DATE: 2% November 194,

W

AL RORAFT ¥O» L2-2L57E.

PIIOT'S NAME! Captain Alsn M. Miller
= PARAG - ' -

"hat exlt be will use and In what order he will leave the ailrplane; this to
ba done every tims the crew is scheduled to fly, regardless of whether that
crew actually fllame

b+  Eafore my orew fllies agein the Squairon Commmnder, Operations
Officer, or m Instructor Pilot will check the entire erew cm proper ball cut
progatiire,

¢+ Alrplane Commanders will see to it that every nan aboard the
airplane wears bls parachute or hamess at ull times. and ir case of detache
able pacics will keep same within ams's reach. Violations of this procedurs
will be immedirtely reported by mll instrustors snd supervieory personnel
and will result in disciplinary astiem.

4. Alrplene Commanders will write cut and memorize emergency ;J'E,'{}
procedure as set forth in"B-29 Standard Operasting Procedure for Pillots." i & o

Briefing officers will call on mny crew manber to stand up and give thas

" s ﬂ p—.
correct emergency procedure from memory. t ry , o _:_ puaer)
e. Inspection of hose clamp connections between fusl pu=p -

and carburetor hoe been made a part of dally inspection at this station.
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