WEATHER SECTION
J3*h Bombardwment Group
Smoky 511l Army Air Field
Zaline, Kansae
ST T t mh s
VOUNFIDENTIAL
NOTES ON BRIEFING 60th SQUADRON, 39th BOMB GROUP
1600 CWT, 28 November 1944

The first slide was shown on the seresn and the mymoptic situetion
mas described as follows:

i front psssed us several hours ago and ths wind shifted to the
northwest, The front is now in the vicinity of Topeka., Bnow is falle
ing in Iowa, Northern Hissouri, Eastern Nebraska and Southern Minhescta,
Fifty miles to the east of us they are also getting smow, Cold air is
coming in from the north (as indicated by the blue m} and warm air

is coming from the south (as indicated by the red arrow), There is an
overcaet in the area shaded in blus,

The pltimeter setting 1s forecasted at 30.17 inchue for takeoff at
1200 CuT,

In order to give a more complata ploture of the situaticn a vertical
aross=aacticen was shown and deseribed as falleows:

In our area there 1s a low deck of clouds with bese at 1500 feet and
top at L500-5000 feat, L second deck of clowds is at 6000=7000 feet with
tope et 9000-10000 feet,

It 1s forscastsd that the low deck nf olowda will begin to dissipate
after durk end by the end of the flying period there will bs breaks in the
upper deck, The ceiling at Topeka is 800 feet end at Fort Riley it is
about 400 feet, In Missouri and Iowa thers 18 a low layer of eclonds at
1500=2000 feet of a stratus type, In the area to the aast there is a
laysr of clowls at 7000=-3000 feet with tops at 10000 feet, In the entire
ares there are cirrus cloude at about 20000 feet,

The winds to the east of the front are from approxinately 230 degreems
with veloocities of 10 miles per hour increasing to 20=25 miles per howr at
10000 feet. In our area and to the weet the ‘winds sre from 350 degrees
with velocities of 20 miles per hour increaeing to 25«30 milas par howr
aloft, At 20000 fest the wind is from 270/@hgrees at sbout 35 miles per
hour, To the south, in Oklahoma and east the velosity is as high am

55 miles par hour. The tempersture at 20000 feet will be gonerally minus
25 degroos centigrada,

The briafing covered the local area and the area for a flight at Ly
20000 feet as far east as Davenport, Iowa, and north to Sioux City, Iowa,
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C CONFIDENTIA .
DETACHMNENT 106TH ARMY ATRWAYS COMMUNICATIONS SQUADRON
SMOKY HILL ARMY AIR FIELD
Salina, Kensas

29 Hovember 1944

In regard to the accident that occurred at a distance of
nine and one half miles South and six miles West of Salina
Army Alr Fleld on the 28 November 1944 involving a B-29 based
at Seline, I em making the following sworn statemeint.

The B-29 involved, Army 578, notified the control tower at
1835 that he was having mechanical difficulty; that his number
two engine was out, and that he wished to return to the field.
Proper landing instructions were given the ship and the tower
had no further contact with said ship until 1BL0 when tower ove
erheard pilot advise orew over the interphone system to prepare
to abandon the ship. Tower then called ship and requested pos-
ition and altitude., Fllot mdvised that he was at twenty six -
hundred feet but could not determine his position to the field. s
Approximately ten seconds thereafter, Tower noticed a burst of 15
Tflames five to ten miles SSW of the field. Crash equipment that
was atandine by was ilmmediately dispatched to the scene, to the
position of the burst of flames as nearly as could he asocaptained.
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