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29 May 1945
Air Sea Rescue Report No. 6 (Supplement to AAF Form 16, dated 18 May

1945).
1. Wing 314th Group 3%th Squadron 6lst Aircraft B-29 44L-69773

2. Mission No. 18 (Nagqua), dated 15 May 1%.5.

3. Cause of Ditching: Primary cause - #1 and #2 engines were featherod
with bomb-bay doors stuck open causing exces:iive
drag. Secondary cause - Airplane Comuander was
unable to trim aircraft which wns losing alti-

tude rapidly.

L. Time, location: 1800K, 14°37'N, Lu4°22'E,

5. Crew:
Position Name Rank last Seen
1. P W J Senger Captain Recscued
2, CF G R Komlke - - 1st Lt Rescued
3. N m~t E L Bates . 1st Lt Rescued
L. B ' -/ﬁ F Bucher . 1st Lt Rescued
5. RO o B N Conley . Sgt Rescued
6. FE 1. J Koward - Sgt descued
7. RG o {8 U Harris Sgt Rescued
8. IG 4R P Harrison Sgt Rescued
9. TG » D Durrane Sﬁt Rescued
10, CFC M L Stanton - S/Sgt ilissing
11. Radar Opr [N Xelbert ~ 1lst Lt Missing
12, PASSENGER C W Kobler ...~ Captain Rescued

{. Narratiye Report,

a. Prior to Ditching

Crew #21 was returning home from target on 15 iiay and upon leav-
ing target area No. 1 engine wos feathered due to a unaway propeller,
At 1800K, (ETA at Base 1840K) No. 2 engine started to backfire, at which
time the airplon~ commander feathered No, 2 engine. The airplane Com~
rmander ordered the engineer to transfer the gas from No, 2 to lio, 3 and
do. 4 engines, In so doing a total af between 40O to 600 gallons of
gasolinc< remained, At this time the airplane comander warned crew of
emergency situation,
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Plane forced to ditch by failure of sl engire and the subsequent failure of #2
encine. All excess weight jettiscned and bemb bay tanks salvoed, Power was ine
adequate to close bomb bay doors, und as a ccnsequence pline lost altitude due
to the "drag". This necessitated ditching. Both men reported missing in action
were seen to leave the plane which flosted until it was sunk by gunfire from
the DT "Doherty". Many of the survivors were unable to swim toward raft and

had to be helped. Lt Kolbert was heard to cry for help, but when survivors looked
for him, he was nowhere to be found. S/Sgt Stanton was not seen except as he left
the plane. lMost of the survivors were picked up suffering from exposure and sea=-
ciciness, bruises, etc,

Nose: Om Supplemental reporis, it is not necessary to repeat answers $o
questions previcusly answered, exeept guestions 1 and 2. Additional
atatmments may be attached here’

I BC Casuslty Fomm #3.




against front top turret, right gunner who was standing in radar roan,
and redar operator who was seated in radar rogyg.

d. Ditchine

The ditching took place approxiiwtely & miles north of Guam at
15008 on a heading of 168° T and & speed of 100 MPH, Vieibility was
clear and wind velocity was 20 LiH, The height of swelle was from 10
to 12 feet., Llanding was accomplished with #1 ~nd #2 fectwred and us-
ing no avaiiable power on i3 and #4 engines, flaps ug, Lotk ooy doors
open and A/C in a level altitude, flying into the wind and landing ac~
ross the waves, The aircraft struck the water with a rmdild Lpact, On
impict, nose broke and aircraft was {looded with water; also the tail
section broke at rear pressure bulkhead,

e. Escepe i

Airplane commander and pilot escaped through their respective
windcws; flight engincer, navigator, borbardier, and radio operator
through fli it engineer's escape hateh; CFC, right gunner and radar op-

erator through break in plane; left gumer through rear escape hatech;
tail gumner through tail hateh,

f. urvival:

The airplane com.ander ard bosbardier released the large E,A life
rafts fron the outside of the uircraft. Vhan the airplene coumancér
noticed sorc of the crev members drifting cway, neo left the reft with two
of the crew members aboard with instmie*: . 1w aeic 2) the rest, He
then started to swim cut afier the crew ma-devs fo were floating away.
The farst person tw a.irplane comaenicr oi hived was the co--»ilot who was
in a type C, one man ref., Thc airplane - ander then found a one man
raft which .o co-pllot infiated for hii. .[ier temarin: the two rafts
ouether thcoy started after an:ther wember . the crew who was abat
300 yus away. Struggling ajainst the high wavus for 20 manutes they were
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(1) Astrodomo would not jettison after sealing strip had beem
tom avay from araund it, All attenpts to loosen the astrodome failed,
Recomnurd that rclease mechanism on astrodome be modified so that re-
leasc of same can be odsily accorplished,

(2) Putt-putt in unpressurized section broke loose and injured
crew aember who was sittin, in proper ditching position. Recomend that
putt-putt be anchored more fimly or that ditching position of personnel
in that scction be changed,

BJ) Jottisoning of loose equipient to lighten aircraft is not
necessary. ~ fow hun red pounds less weight will mt affect the flying
characteristics of a distressed B-29. Tids does not mean that small
light articles which mi_ht injure crew in ditehing should not be jetti.-
soned,

(b9 Radio operator usecd emriency frequencies 7415 and 4475 al-
ternately. By switching from one frequengy to ancther so often, redio
operator axposed hims.lf to the danger of losing contact on one frequency
while trying to contact the othe~, It is not necessary to  ive distance,
code word, armd bearing south of Iwo Jima, Recommund that redio opcrator
be instructed to stay én one froquency and not chan;e from one to ano-
ther,

(.) Recomiend that 1ifo raft release ; be installed on g
engineer's panel,



cQEPIDENTIAL
(6) Recomind tao 50 feet lengths of rope, # ineh be placed in

m.mm-mﬁrormommatmmwmmu
rough sea,

be worn on the person at time of ditching, and shoes bo takon off at
tize of assuyming ditchin; position in airereft,

(8) Recommend that a zisper opening be installed on life raft
accessory kit to enable cosy access, Also there is loss danger of losiig
equipnent during opening and closing of idt.,

(9) Bulkhead pressurc door braces tore loose fion the pressure
of wotor entering bamb bay. Reoors end that jraces be stren; thened to
withstand increased pressure in chsc of amr ency.

BY COii AND OF BRIGADIER GRNERAL PCG.ER:
ffsdods,

FLOYD COOLEX
It Colcnel, AGD
id utant Genmsral
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To: Commerding General , Arny Air Forces, Washington, D.C.
(Attention: Statistical Control Diviston)

E. BAKER,
ist Lt., AGD,
Asst Adjutant General




