. Guam Air Depot
Tues. Fed. 12, L4b

Dear Hr. & )irs.éToeppe:

flaving recelved your nice letter, I'll have to admit that I am deeply
émbarrassgd that 1 hadn't written you sooner. I thought surely somue of the
fellows that ha;te returned to the States would have seen you ky now and
would have giveé you the complete terrible story of one most unfortunate
experience. The complete and true story can come only from one of us "luocky
ones" that survived. Knowing that you as well as the other boys parents
want t.,he true dei:tails of all of it, I*1ll take this time. to zive them to you
as well as 1 caé. This is hard to write and very unpleasaat to read. I'll
be frank as t.hat j& the beat way to say what has to be said.

Cur experi;knce was tarribla, dreadful, horrible and one that we try to
think very littie about. That part we Qll hope will ba forgotien someday,
but the memory'zr thisefine fellowwe 1oSt and now nice all were, will never
be forgotten.

Not knowing how much of the story you already know, I" 11 start at the

beginning and téll it all. We were on our ninth bombing mission on the
29th of llay 19L) againat Yokohama, Japan. OUver the target we were hit and
hit hard by enemy flak. The plane was pretty well full of holes and two

engines on the right wing were knocked out, but luckly only one man was

injured due to ?he flak., Sgt. Schutzman, our radio operator received a
piece 6f flak through his foot. He was very well taken care of and was
in high spirits all through our experience. Because we had two engines

out, we were uﬁable to maintain altitude and knéw at once we had to ditch.



(Ditehing is what we call ianding in the water.) The spirit oi‘ the crew vas
always fine, no one seeming scared or loosing his head. Te taliked and joked
until we hit the water,

Under the circumstances, we did a fine job of ditching the plane. Due
to the large waves and the roughness of the zea, our plane broke into four
parts when we hit. Now each man has his own experience during'the datching,
mine of littie importance to you, so I'll try and teli you exactly what
happeneci to Larry. MHe, with three others, was braced in .N-a respective
ditching position. Their positions were near the tail erii of the piane.
When we -hit, a large swell caught the tail of the plane and snapped it off
immediétely. 'l‘hiose four men really took a terribie shock from which oiu..y
one survived. The nne man saved from the tail of the p.mne swam a couple
hundred yards ﬁth one arm as he had a brnken collar bone. One man went
dewn immedietely, no one seeing him or inowing how badly he was hurt.

Larry and Sgt. Markowitz came out of the wreckage but looked as if they
wore semi-censeious and pretty badly imjured. We remember seelng Larry
in the water and apparentiy tryirz to hoid on to t,he"m-e'cmge of the piane,
As the ‘wreckage ‘or the plane sank, Larry weni down with it. No one can
say how badly he was injured, but he pust have been. Upon hitting the
water the front of the piane continued on about one hundred yards. The
mon in {ront were as busy as we couid be getting the life rafts out and-
inflated. As sc:;on as we conld we all started paddiing toward the tail
section, which at that time was just sinking. On the way we picked up
it. Hayenga. §hen we got to where the tail section was, 1o ome eise
could be found. We s;grcheri until dark all over the place and two plancs

ahove ug were doing their best trying to find more mon still afioat. Yes,



Larry undoubtedly was injured upon ditching and not being completely
congeious was unable to swim or float. Certainly all help that was
possible at the time was given him,

Two others drovmed that were in the tail section and one from the
front. of the plane.

1 know thi:'s is very unpleasant to read’ but. its how it happened and I
thought you would like to know the exact details.

The story éoes on to say that the ones of us that got into the rafts
were just béginn:ing our trouhle. With one man with a broken collor bone
and one with a :tlak hole through his foot we were in a bad spot t.o survive
during the nighfb. Waves, end bi§ ones too, kept turning us over all during
the night, but ?y's'om miracle of God we won the battle and ‘nea.r sundovmn
the next, day we were picked up by a submarine. _

T intend when I return tc the States to visit each family and tell
the story more conpletely and answer each gquestion they heve, This is close
to being the complete story but I know all will have some questions to be
aa‘ked. _ But hr & ¥rs. Toeppe you asked in your letter if there is any hope.
As much as I hate to say it there is nonme,

Larry as weil as all the boys on the crew were fine men. Ve had a job
to do when we came over. Some had to go down dying to complete this job.
The job is over now and I imow if Larry and the thousands of others where
alive to-day they would be happy to imow that there lives had much to do
to help bring about thié vorld Peace once again. It's terrible for the
familiee.' back home and things like this murt us deeply out 'here, We didn't
go into ail 3his biind folded, We knew the Stakes and wore ready Lo give
our lives to accomplish what we did., X know Larry felt this way too.

We had the bast crew in omg Group and it was a great shock to everyone

when we didn't return. But the ones of ue that returned stayed on helping



to finish the jobs we knew the boys that we lost would want us to and since
then we personaily had more to fight for.

All the otI;;er fellows are now back home. I hope to be back by Summer.
iy Job now is fiy]ng cargo instead of bombs to Japan. I see Yokohama on -
every trip and ¢an't help to think of our mission there. We did a fine
job that day and you know the city was eoﬁplete.l.y destroyed in one raid.
That raid is going, down in history on the best single raid in this war.
Under the circumstances I'm sorry that I was on it, but since I was I'11
have to admit tﬁat I am proud of what we did to Yokohama that day. '

It was a plessure to receive y&ur lett.er and if there is arxy further
information or help 1 can give you feel' free to write me. I'1l aiso be
glad to hear from you. With my deei:est regrets for evérﬁﬁu.

I remain,

A

Lt. HOWARD L. HOWES



